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"But about 9 o'clock at night I received from General
Tyler, in person, the order to continue the retreat to the
Potomac. This retreat was by night, and disorderly in the
extreme. The men of different regiments mingled to-
gether, and some reached the river at Arlington, some at
Long Bridge, and the greater part returned to their former
camps at or near Fort Corcoran. I reached this point at
noon next day, and found a miscellaneous crowd crossing
over the aqueduct and ferries. Conceiving this to be
demoralizing, I at once commanded the guard to be in-
creased, and all persons attempting to pass over to be
stopped. This soon produced its effect. Men sought
their proper companies and regiments, comparative order
was restored, and all now posted to the best advantage.

"Our loss was heavy, all around us; but the short ex-
posure to an intense fire of small-arms, at close range, had
killed many, wounded more, and had produced disorder in
all the battalions that bad attempted to destroy it. Men
fell away talking, and in great confusion. Colonel Came-
ron had been mortally wounded, carried to an ambulance,
and reported dying. Many other officers were reported
.dead or missing, and many of the wounded were making
their way, with more or. less assistance, to the buildings or
hospitals. On the ridge to the west we succeeded in
partially re-forming the regiments, but it was manifest they
would not stand, and I directed Colonel Corcoran to move
along the ridge to the rear, near the position where we
had first formed the brigade. General McDowell was
therein person, and used all possible efforts to reassure
the men. By the active exertions of Colonel Corcoran,
we formed an irregular, square against the cavalry, which
was then seen to issue from the position from which we
had been driven, and we, be,gan our retreat towards thatCentreville, cross the brow of in theime Sherman
